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Abstract of the contribution:  this P-CR attempts to clarify general characteristics of NF Services
Discussion

In the current discussion related to Service based Architectures, the notion and granularity of services is still unclear. This proposal attempts to specify some general characteristics of what is named NF services and what is their relation with the Network Function.
Proposal
It is proposed to make the following changes to TS 23.501 v0.3.1
*** First Change ***

7.2
Network Function Services

Editor's note:
This should include common services that can be supported, exposed by control plane network functions with service based interface.

7.2.1
General


In the context of this specification, an NF service is offering a capability to authorised consumers. 
Network Functions may offer different capabilities and thus, different NF services to distinct consumers. Each of the NF services offered by a Network Function shall be self-contained, reusable and use management schemes independently of other NF services offered by the same Network Function (e.g. for scaling, healing, etc).
NOTE: There can be dependencies between NF services within the same Network Function due to sharing some common resources, e.g. context data. This does not preclude that NF services offered by a single Network Function are managed independently of each other.
                   . 
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Each NF service shall be accessible by means of an interface. An interface may consist of one or several operations.
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System procedures, as specified in TS 23.502[x] shall be built by invocation of a number of NF services.
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The following subsections provide, for each NF, the NF services it exposes through its service based interfaces.

*** End of Changes ***
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